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On May 17, 1985, at a site west of Puerto Cabezas, Miskito contra commander Eduardo Pantin, and
Jose Gonzalez, then a Sandinista military officer, established a preliminary ceasefire agreement.
At present, Gonzalez is FSLN political secretary for region. Eduardo Pantin died shortly after this
initial agreement under peculiar "circumstances." In subsequent months, other Miskito contra
commanders reached ceasefire and joint defense agreements with the Sandinista authorities. These
initial agreements effectively set the stage for discussions on regional autonomy, and Sandinista
acceptance of a principal Miskito demand: return of Miskito refugees to their communities of origin
on the Rio Coco. Thousands of Miskitos were evacuated from, or fled, their communities in 1980-81
with the outbreak of the contra war. Attacks by Miskito contras in the area led to a response by the
Sandinista army in March 1986. Many river towns were once again abandoned. Shortly thereafter,
the exodus was reversed, as refugees returned to Nicaragua with tales of deprivation suffered in
Honduran camps. In 1987, several high-ranking Miskito troop commanders established ceasefire
agreements with the Nicaraguan government. Local defense units (MIAs Milicias Indigenas de
Autonomia) were formed in their communities. In October 1987, a 200-man force led by commander
Uriel Vanegas broke ranks with the Miskitos fighting the government, and returned to their native
communities. On April 30, 1988, 180 Miskito contras led by nine commanders reached a truce with
the government, marking the 18th such agreement thus far formalized. Next, on May 11, 1988,
another 400 Miskito fighters in the area downriver of Waspam entered into initial ceasefire talks
with the government. Shortly thereafter, they were ordered by superiors to return to their bases
in Honduras. As of mid-May, Miskito contra leader Brooklyn Rivera had only an estimated 120
followers. Steadman Fagoth reportedly has no followers per se. Recent talks in Managua between
Rivera and Fagoth and Nicaraguan government officials have reportedly reduced the Indian leaders'
credibility among Atlantic coast residents still further. Rivera, for instance, insisted on rewriting
the regional autonomy provisions in the Nicaraguan constitution as the price for a permanent
ceasefire. For Rivera, regional autonomy would be complete, excluding the national government
from all decisionmaking in the area excepting the maintenance and protection of national borders.
After extensive discussions, Managua dismissed Rivera and Fagoth, arguing that their demands
were simply outrageous, particularly since they no longer represent anyone. Some Miskito leaders
involved in the regional autonomy process, and the various ceasefire agreements have labeled
Rivera and Fagoth as "political cadavers," i.e., leaders without followers until they join the peace
process inside Nicaragua. Two other Miskito leaders, Wycliffe Diego and Osorno Coleman, were
approached this month by former Miskito contra leaders to break with the contras, and participate
in ongoing negotiations with the Sandinistas concerning regional autonomy. They refused. (Basic
data from 05/26/88 report by Regional Coordination for Economic and Social Research of Central
America and the Caribbean-CRIES, Managua)
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